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The Spatial Governance Logic and Future Development Framework of Environmental Impact Assessment
Reform under the "Three Lines and One List" Constraint
Ling Song
Sichuan Jiuyuan Environmental Safety Consulting Co., Ltd.

[Abstract] As a pivotal mechanism for advancing environmental impact assessment (EIA) reform toward
source—based prevention and control, the "Three Lines and One List" framework—comprising the ecological
protection red line, environmental quality baseline, resource utilization ceiling, and the ecological environment
N list—has fundamentally transformed the operational logic and procedural practices of EIA implementation.
By establishing spatially defined regulatory boundaries and differentiated access criteria, this framework has
restructured the decision—making process for project approval. According to data from the Ministry of Ecology
and Environment, a total of 44,604 environmental management units have been delineated across the country
and classified into three categories: priority protection, key control, and general control. This classification
supports a "one unit, one list" governance model, effectively institutionalizing environmental performance
indicators as standardized benchmarks in project evaluation. The enforcement of the "Three Lines and One List"
ecological and environmental zoning management system signifies a paradigm shift in EIA reform—from
reactive remediation to proactive, source—oriented prevention. The core of its spatial governance logic lies in
the integration of binding constraints and science—based guidance throughout the EIA process, achieved
through systematic unit categorization and precise access conditions.
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