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Human-bear Conflict and Mitigation Strategies around Hubei Houhe National Nature Reserve
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[Abstract] From January to September 2023, we interviewed 193 residents in five villages around Hubei Houhe
National Nature Reserve and analyzed reported Asiatic black bear (Ursus thibetanus) incidents from 2017 to
2022. Conlflicts were dominated by beehive damage and crop raiding, with a peak from July to September.
Residents mainly reported incidents to the government, avoided bears, or used deterrence. We recommend
targeted early warning, damage prevention, and compensation management during high—risk seasons.
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