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From Key Pilot Projects to Concentrated Governance: The Historical Evolution of Soil and Water
Conservation Work in the Yellow River Basin in the Early Days of New China
Shulin Guo
School of Politics and Law , Lingnan Normal University

[Abstract] Soil erosion in the Loess Plateau of the middle reaches of the Yellow River has led to a continuous
influx of large amounts of sediment into the Yellow River through its numerous gullies and ravines, causing the
riverbed in the lower reaches to silt up and rise, making the Yellow River one of the most difficult rivers to
manage in the world. Therefore, the governance of soil erosion in the Loess Plateau is fundamental to the
management of the Yellow River. After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Party and the
government attached great importance to soil and water conservation work in the Yellow River Basin. The
Yellow River Conservancy Commission successively proposed the work guidelines of key pilot projects and
concentrated governance for soil and water conservation. Soil and water conservation work began and
developed, achieving significant results. However, there were also phenomena that violated the interests of the
masses and affected agricultural production. Soil and water conservation work in the Yellow River Basin must
start from reality, truly safeguard the immediate interests of the people, fully mobilize the enthusiasm of the
masses, and only in this way can the healthy development of soil and water conservation work be promoted.
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